KEEPING ON THE NARROW PATH
Jesus said,

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

· God has a good plan for every person’s life
· A life which is full of purpose and meaning
· In this life we will encounter many challenges that will try and pull us away from God’s best plan for our life
· The Apostle Paul said to the young Pastor Timothy
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
· The Apostle Peter wrote
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Jesus Himself said
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
In this life we are as Christians in a continual spiritual war.  There is a great war on for every soul, but God promises all those who come to His Son Jesus Christ that He has a wonderful plan and purpose for their lives.

THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT WE HAVE A GOD WHO
· Is able to redeem our lives from destruction

· Who promises us a hope and a future

· Who has a unique destiny and plan for our lives

· And who will empower us to fulfill all that He has planned for our life

GOD IS NOT LIMITED BY OUR PAST FAILURES BUT ONLY BY:

· OUR FUTURE AVAILABILITY, AND 
· WILLINGNESS TO TRUST HIM ENTIRELY AND TO FOLLOW HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
As children we believe that we can do anything and we dream about being a fireman or an astronaut but as we go on in life and we experience rejection and failure we can so often begin to accept a lifestyle far beneath that which God has planned for our life. 
God however empowers ordinary people to do great tasks for Him. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
THE MOMENT WE GIVE OUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST WE ENTER INTO GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE AND BY HIS SPIRIT HE EMPOWERS US TO FULFIL HIS PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR OUR LIFE
However in this life we will need to overcome the many distractions and the discouragement that would try and cause us to give up on God’s best for our life.

If we faithfully follow God’s plan for our life our lives will bear much eternal fruit.

WE MUST SIMPLY LEARN TO REMAIN STRONG IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD, TO EXPERIENCE THE ABUNDANT LIFE THAT JESUS SPOKE OF. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)
OFTEN TIMES APPEAR TO BE THE TOUGHEST ON THE POINT OF A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN OUR LIVES
I will now share quickly 4 keys that will help you to finish the race that God has set before you.

1) CONTINUALLY HAVE A CHILDLIKE TRUST IN THE LORD. HE IS ABSOLUTELY FAITHFUL
In the book of Book of Jeremiah we read,

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
· God wants to see us living a life full of purpose and meaning

· We can trust in the faithfulness of a God who has a great love for all people

· King David knew God’s incredible love for him. In psalm 119 King David wrote,

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.” (Psalm 139:13-18)
WHEN WE SIMPLE CHOOS TO TRUST THE LORD IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE HE PROMISES TO DIRECT OUR STEPS. In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

CONTINUALLY TRUSTING THE LORD IN EVERY SITUATION IS THE KEY TO EXPERIENCING GOD’S BLESSING UPON OUR LIVES. In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”           (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
2) REFUSING TO DWELL ON OUR PAST FAILURES
· No amount of agonizing over our past failures will change our past

· We must never allow our past to rob us from entering into the future that God has planned for our life

· We must only learn from our past failures

· Even our past successes can stop us from entering into the new things that God has planned for our life. The Apostle Paul was initially persecuting the Christians before coming to faith. However he knew that he could not dwell on his past failures. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)

3) BUILDING OUR LIFE ON A FOUNDATION OF PRAYER

AS CHRISTIANS WE HAVE A GOD WHO PROMISES TO ANSWER THOSE PRAYERS WHICH ARE IN LINE WITH HIS WILL FOR OUR LIFE. IN 1 JOHN WE READ,

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be make known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:22-24)
GOD DOES NOT WANT US TO FEAR AND TO BE BURDONED DOWN BY THE CARES OF THIS WORLD. WE CAN COMMIT OUR NEEDS AND CONCERNS TO A GOD WHO IS ABLE TO MOVE THE MOUNTAINS IN OUR LIFE. 
4) BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE PROMISES AND WISDOM CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD

GOD HAS MANY WONDERFUL PROMISES THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO ALL BELIEVERS 
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
OUR FUTURE IS INFLUENCED BY THE CHOICES THAT WE MAKE TODAY

WITH SO MUCH DECEPTION IN THIS WORLD WE NEED TO BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE TRUTH THAT IS CONTAINED IN THE WORD OF GOD

Jesus said,

“If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD WILL HELP US NOT TO COMPROMISE WHEN WE ARE GOING THROUGH TOUGH TIMES IN LIFE

THERE IS GREAT WISDOM IN THE BIBLE

IF WE ARE BOTH HEARERS AND DOERS OF THE WORD (AND APPLY THE WORD OF GOD TO OUR EVERYDAY LIVES) WE WILL NOT STUMBLE WHEN WE GO THROUGH TOUGH TIMES SUCH AS WHEN WE ARE REJECTED BY FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

Jesus said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
GOD WILL ALWAYS SPEAK CLEARLY THROUGH HIS WORD TO HELP US NOT TO STUMBLE IN LIFE AND TO GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE FUTURE THAT HE HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE 
In the book of Psalms we read,

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”          (Psalm 119:105)
GIVEN THE MUCH NEGATIVITY AND UNDGODLY INFLUENCES THAT WE ARE CONTINUALLY BOMBARDED WITH IN THIS LIFE, MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD HELP TO RENEW OUR MINDS SO THAT WE HAVE KINGDOM THINKING AND BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE PROMISES OF GOD. 
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
BEFORE LEADING THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”           (Romans 10:17)

· We all need to be like the Apostle Paul who was committed to following God’s plan for his life. At the end of his life the Apostle Paul wrote,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
· If we:

· CONTINUALLY HAVE A CHILDLIKE TRUST IN THE LORD

· REFUSE TO DWELL ON OUR PAST FAILURES

· BASE OUR LIFE ON A FOUNDATION OF PRAYER, AND

· BUILD OUR LIFE ON THE PROMISES AND WISDOM CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD

We too will be able to finish the race that God has set before us and fulfill our God given destiny
